Ingrid Blumberg
Lesson Plan: Reducing, Reusing, Recycling, and Exploring Dystopia
Grade Level: 2-3

Subject Area: Environmental Science, Language Arts, Social Studies

Objective:

Students will understand the basic concepts of reducing, reusing, and recycling to promote
environmental sustainability.

Students will be able to describe the three Rs and share ways to protect the environment.

Materials:
- lllustrations related to reducing, reusing, and recycling.
- Picture books with environmental themes.

- Short stories/clips to show dystopian concepts.

Introduction (Day 1):

1. Begin by engaging students with a brief discussion on the importance of taking care of the
environment.

2. Show images of a polluted city and a clean, green city. Ask students to observe and express
their thoughts on the differences.

3. Introduce vocabulary words: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Environment, Trash, Dystopia, Utopia,
Eco-friendly, Pollution, Planting, Water Conservation, Energy Conservation, Climate Change,
Protect.



Activity (Day 1):

1. Using visuals, explain the concepts of Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. Provide examples of
everyday items for each category.

2. Read a picture book with an environmental theme to the class.

3. Group activity: Have students bring in a small item from home that they think represents
one of the Rs. In small groups, students discuss and categorize each item.

Videos and Discussion (Day 2):

1. Watch a short, age-appropriate video or read a short story related to environmental themes.
For example, a video showing the impact of pollution on oceans.

2. Facilitate a class discussion about the video or story. Encourage students to share their
thoughts on how they can help take care of the environment.

Hands-on Activity (Day 2):

1. Conduct a hands-on sorting activity. Provide students with pictures of everyday items and
have them categorize the items into Reduce, Reuse, or Recycle groups.

2. Discuss the importance of sorting recyclables and how it contributes to environmental
sustainability.

Creative Expression (Days 3-5):
1. Allow students to choose a creative project:
- Create a poster or infographic highlighting the three Rs.
- Write a short story about the consequences of not taking care of the environment.

- Draw or paint artwork that represents a clean, green environment.



2. Each student presents their project to the class, explaining their choices and the message
they want to convey.

Closure and Reflection:
1. Recap the key concepts of reducing, reusing, and recycling.

2. Ask students to reflect on how they can apply these principles in their daily lives to help
protect the environment.

Assessment:
- Participation in class discussions and activities.
- Completion of the hands-on sorting activity.

- Presentation of the creative project.

Extension Activity (Optional):

Organize a small clean-up activity around the school or in a nearby park, allowing students to
apply their knowledge in a real-world context.



